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Water Pollution Investigation 

Cockle Creek Boolaroo 

On 19 November 2015, the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) received a report 

that a milky white discharge of water was flowing into Cockle Creek at Boolaroo. While it 

initially appeared that the water was flowing from the adjacent residential subdivision 

development at the ‘Triangle Paddock’ the EPA investigation established that the water had 

flowed from a sediment basin on the Pasminco site.  

The EPA has analysed the test results taken from Cockle Creek on 19 November and found 

that the discharge contained: 

 cadmium concentrations that were only marginally elevated above background levels 

and that did not exceed the aquatic ecosystem protection guideline for marine waters or 

the recreation guidelines for swimming; 

 elevated concentrations of zinc but levels did not exceed the recreation guidelines for 

swimming; 

 elevated concentrations of lead but levels did not exceed the recreation guidelines for 

swimming, with the dissolved fraction meeting the aquatic ecosystem protection 

guideline for marine waters; and 

 elevated concentrations of aluminium which exceeded the recreation guidelines for 

swimming. 

These levels in this location do not present a concern for human health, however the short 

and long term environmental impacts will form part of the EPA’s ongoing investigations. 

 

For more information contact the EPA Environment Line on 131 555. 
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