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EPA

Environment Protection Authority

Lake Macquarie Lead Community Reference Group

Minutes
20 May 2015, 5:00pm — 6:45pm
Chair: Greg Piper

Community Reference Group Attendees:

Adam Gilligan (EPA — until 6.00pm), Dr Craig Dalton (NSW Health), Anne Sullivan (Community),
Nicole Gerrard (Community), Tony Cade (Community — until 6.30pm)), Emma Hale (Community),
Karen McCraw (School), Lloyd Hill (Business), Cr Wendy Harrison (LMCC), Sandie Pitter (LMCC),
Tony Farrell (LMCC), Richard Bastow (Ferrier Hodgson - until 6.10pm),

Secretary: Jackie Teal (EPA)

Other Attendees:

John Coffey (EPA), Graeme Nyland (Environ — until 5.50pm), Dean Chapman (Lake Macquarie City
Council)

Apologies: Cr Rob Denton (LMCC), Professor Mark Taylor (Macquarie University), Associate
Professor Stephen Cattle (University of Sydney)

Agenda Item 1 - Welcome

Chair, Greg Piper MP (GP) welcomed the Lake Macquarie Lead Community Reference Group
(CRG) and thanked them for nominating for the Committee and attending the 1% Meeting. He noted
that the representatives would bring a diverse range of issues to this Forum.

GP welcomed the Lead Expert Working Group (LEWG) and thanked them for staying.

Introductions were provided by all in attendance.

Agenda Item 2 — Apologies

Cr Rob Denton (LMCC), Professor Mark Taylor (Macquarie University), Associate Professor
Stephen Cattle (University of Sydney)

Agenda ltem 3 — Housekeeping Issues

Jackie Teal (JT) explained the process and payment of sitting fees. Sitting Fee forms will be
provided at each meeting which will need to be signed and returned to JT.
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Agenda Item 4 — Scene Setting

GP provided background details of the operation of the Pasminco site. He reiterated that the Group
will consider the issues of lead in the wider Lake Macquarie LGA where the disposal of lead slag
from the Pasminco smelter was widespread. He acknowledged that the lead levels in blood in
children were the main concern of the community.

GP advised that this Forum was a great opportunity for the CRG to ask questions of Government.
He also advised that there would be an opportunity for the CRG to meet Professor Mark Taylor and
Associate Professor Stephen Cattle.

Adam Gilligan (AG) noted that this Forum will be a two way communication — not just experts
attending meetings to pass on information and encouraged the CRG to table community concerns.
This forum will also encourage information to be shared between the LEWG, Health and EPA.

GP noted that he will ensure meeting timeframes are adhered to. It was agreed that visitors will be
allowed to attend meetings but that they must only be ‘observers’. It was also agreed that voting on
issues was not considered necessary when there was clear consensus; where any person
disagrees with a motion or proposed action then a vote will be taken.

Lloyd Hill (LH) expressed the importance of transparency in meetings, discussions, decisions and
outcomes. Agreed by all.

Minutes of meetings as well as appropriate documentation will be published on the website:
hitp://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/Medialnformation/lake-macquarie-lead-community-reference-group.htm

Agenda Item 5 — Pasminco Site History and Lead Abatement Strategy

John Coffey (JC) acknowledged that those present would be very familiar with the background of
the Pasminco site and the Lead Abatement Strategy (LAS). He provided detailed information
regarding the Pasminco site, its expansion, modifications, closure and site remediation as well as
the LAS.

The LEWG is considering if the LAS was suitable.

A presentation given by the EPA to the LEWG “Lead Exposure Management Actions” which
summaries these issues will be provided to the CRG.

Discussions continued regarding the site and the containment cell with particular interest in the
construction and maintenance of the cell. GP also asked how the cell is currently working with an
emphasis on leachate.

It was agreed that Ferrier Hodgson provide a presentation to the next meeting regarding the
overview of the construction technique and subsequent maintenance of the cell. This presentation
will include the concept plan, design, build, capping and vegetation plans. Richard Bastow also
advised that he could provide a fact sheet that will be made available to the community.

Questions were raised regarding the by-products of the smelter. JC advised that zinc and lead
were the principle products.

ACTION 1: COPY OF EPA’S PRESENTATION TO THE LEWG TO BE PROVIDED TO CRG
ACTION 2: FERRIER HODGSON TO PRESENT AT THE NEXT MEETING ON THE CONTAINMENT CELL

ACTION 3: FERRIER HODGSON TO PROVIDE FACT SHEET ON CONTAINMENT CELL
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Agenda Item 6 — Blood Lead Study
Dr Craig Dalton (CD) made a presentation on blood lead levels in children.

CD distributed materials “The Whistle Blower”, “NHMRC Statement: - Evidence on the Effects of
Lead on Human Health” Flyer; and "Lead Safe Blitz 2006” DVD (a copy is available from the EPA),

A copy of the presentation is attached as Attachment 1.

Discussions continued on blood lead levels and what age groups should to be tested with the
question raised that primary school children should be included in any testing. CD advised that
active babies and toddlers are the main target due to their mobility ie. contact with ground and then

hand/mouth.

Discussions also followed on pre-school testing. LH asked if a child had a high blood lead level
was there a follow up screening? CD advised that there was a follow up and that family members
could also be tested.

The 2015 upcoming Blood Level tests were discussed and the schedule set out below:

Finger Prick Test

Rapid Test on Site

Result within the hour

Free <b years and preghant women

The Plan:

3 week clinic in North Lake Macguarie
2:00pm to 6:00pm

4 nights per week

Saturday morning

Results delivered in the Clinic

Short questionnaire to be completed

ACTION 4: COPY OF PRESENTATION TO BE PROVIDED TO CRG

Agenda ltem 7 — VegeSafe Grant

Attached is the Vegesafe Grant applicaticn submitted to Lake Macquarie City Council by Mark
Taylor. The project intends to research the current extent of metal and metalloids contamination in
Boolaroo area and provide advice to the local community about measures to minimise exposure to

contaminants.

JC asked if lead in food was a critical issue to the CRG. Karen McCraw advised that this issue was
the last issue that she thought the CRG should focus on. View proposed that raised garden beds
making use of clean soil was a safer method for vegetable gardens.

Anne Sullivan asked the question of water tanks risks of lead contaminant. JC advised that the
lead issues in Lake Macquarie were associated with the slag and land contamination not air
emissions or fall out so that water tanks were not an issue.

Nicole Gerrard asked for a copy of the LAS — John advised that they were working with Council to
release the LAS.

ACTION 5: COPY OF VEGESAFE GRANT TO BE PROVIDED TO CRG
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Agenda ltem 8 — Matiers for Future Consideration

GP advised he is happy to receive any matters from individuals that they would like tabled at future
meetings. All papers/documents will be collated prior {0 any meetings. GP and JT available to
receive any contributions.

Agenda ltem 9 — Next Meeting Date and Agenda Items
JT to arrange a meeting in 4 weeks,

Meeting Closed: 6.45pm
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ACTION ITEMS

NO. | WHO WHAT WHEN

1 EPA Copy of “Lead Exposure Management Next meeting — 18 June
Actions” Presentation to CRG

2 Ferrier Hodgson | Presentation on Containment Cell Next meeting — 18 June

3 Ferrier Hodgson | Fact Sheet on Containment Cell Next meeting — 18 June

4 Craig Dalton Copy of Blood Level Presentation to CRG | By next meeting — 18 June

5 Dean Chapman | Copy of VegSafe Grant to CRG By next meeting — 18 June

Meeting No. 1
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