
I have only just become aware of this paper, and, due to the very short
window open for comment, I will simply outline my personal experience
and observations. The technical aspects will have been well and truly
covered by those with higher knowledge, including the EPA.

1. I reside in a valley at  on the Northern Beaches of
Sydney. In recent years the air quality in this valley has deteriorated
markedly during late autumn, winter and spring due to wood fires.
Wood heaters are regularly being installed in new developments in the
area. I have developed asthma and respiratory problems since a
complying wood heater was installed next door 6 years ago. Toxic fuel
(railway sleepers, carpentry offcuts) has been used over those years. It
is necessary for us to close every external and internal door and place
towels under outside doors every evening for 6 months of the year to
keep out the pollution and protect our health. There are no regulations
or penalties preventing people throwing unsuitable rubbish on their
fires, adding to harm to neighbours.
2. "Local councils can implement controls on wood heaters", page 35 of
the Paper. In my experience this does not happen. Pittwater Council has
not, at any stage, assisted us with our problem, despite approving the
installation which included a chimney well below our house. Nor have
they provided any assistance to others I know of, similarly impacted by
neighbours' actions.
3. The Australian Standards scarcely protect us from the highly
dangerous PM2.5 s, as they only apply at point of installation. It has
been demonstrated that many factors associated with operation, use,
fuel can overwhelmingly alter the level of pollution from "complying"
fires.
4. The Paper states that wood smoke contributes 47% of yearly PM2.5
pollution and 75% in July. The EPA is aware of and states that this
particle pollution is a very high danger to health and the estimated
health bill will be 8.1 billion in 20 years. The EPA MUST take steps to
halt future installation of wood heaters and take measures to control
the use and misuse of wood fires in urban areas. This should NOT mean
leaving options with councils who, from my experience and others, are
completely disinterested and ineffective.
5. EPA monitoring does not include the north-eastern sector of Sydney.
The use of wood heaters in parts of the Northern Sydney area is very
high and should be included in EPA monitoring.
6. The installation of wood-fired cooking appliances in commercial
kitchen, where gas is available, is very popular and continues
unchecked. Considering the information released by the EPA relating to
the dangers posed by wood fires it is incomprehensible that it is still
permitted.
7. Most of Sydney would agree that solutions other than back-burning
to secure the safety of properties situated near bushland should be






