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WILLIAMTOWN CONTAMINATION  
EXPERT PANEL MEETING #3 

Final – Meeting Minutes/Actions 

OSCE, Level 47 – MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place Sydney 

2 October 2015, 09:00 – 10:30 

 

Chair: Mary O’Kane (NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer) 

Attendees:  

Office of the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer 
Attendee Present Attendee Present Attendee Present 

Mary O'Kane √ Chris Armstrong √ Justin Walker  

Jacyln Aldenhoven √  Troy Deighton  √     

Environment Protection Authority 
Craig Lamberton √ Lauren Spring √ Matthew James  

Adam Gilligan √ Liza Cassidy  Luke Formosa √ 

Laura Wythes  Jeremy Hillman √  √ 

Office of Environment and Heritage 
Klaus Koop √         

Department of Primary Industries 

Doug Ferrell (Fisheries) √ 

Bruce Cooper 
(Water) √ Anna Bailey  

NSW Health 

Wayne Smith √ 

David Durrheim 
(HNEH) √     

Hunter Water 
Darren Cleary √         

NSW Food Authority 
Edward Jansson √         

Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Bill Tatnell √ Jodie Calvert      

University of Wollongong 
Alison Jones          

Animal Biosecurity and Welfare 
Ian Roth          
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1. Agenda - Confirmation of Actions 
 
Minutes of Meeting No. 2 adopted unanimously following minor amendment from the Panel. 

 
2. Actions Arising 

 

Action 
Number 

Action Item 
Responsible 

for Action 

1 

Suggestion to appoint a hydrologist to the expert panel. 

The Panel considered candidates for a proposed hydrology 
working group and the nomination for the Hydrology 
representative on the Expert Panel.  

The EPA to approach the recommended nominees to ascertain 
their availability to participate. 

The first meeting of the Water Subcommittee is tentatively 
scheduled before the Expert Panel meeting on 8 October.   

 

OCSE (Chris), 
EPA (Lauren) 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2a 

A proposed mechanism to collect community feedback was 
“Have Your Say” web page. 

The feedback mechanism will be developed on the Office of 
NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer (OCSE) website and linked 
to the Community Reference Group (CRG) website, with all 
information to be cross referenced.  

Communications departments from the EPA and the OCSE to 
organise implementing this feedback mechanism.  

Response Plan to be updated  

The response plan has been developed and currently awaiting 
comments from the Panel for finalisation. Where relevant the 
Response Plan to be updated with new items arising from the 
recent community meeting and CRG. 

EPA (Jeremy), 
OCSE (Troy) 

 

3 

 

Investigate compensation issues with Defence. 

Awaiting feedback from Defence regarding the compensation 
framework provided by the EPA.  

 

EPA (Craig) 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Oyster Sampling Program. 
 
The Panel noted feedback from a meeting between the local 
Port Stephens Oyster Farmers and the NSW Shellfish 
Committee. 
In the light of the Oyster results and feedback from the industry, 
the Panel recommended that the current harvesting closure not 
be extended. 
The Panel further recommended that a sampling program be 
continued on a monthly basis for six months, with updates being 
provided by DPI- Fisheries/ NSW Food Authority.  
 
The draft monitoring results paper considered at the previous 
meeting should be updated with advice on standard selection 
and the agreed outcomes.   
 

EPA, DPI Food 
Authority 
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Action 
Number 

Action Item 
Responsible 

for Action 

  

5 

Additional information on Blood Testing FAQ sheet. 

The Panel noted a draft FAQ developed by Alison Jones and 
NSW Health addressing blood testing for PFOS/PFOA and 
answers a number of common community concerns.  

Members noted there are challenges relating to community 
perceptions of the value of baseline blood testing.  These should 
be addressed in an update response, acknowledging that 
screening tests are more relevant for some contaminants than 
others.   

NSW Health will upload this document on their website and a 
link provided by the EPA for reference.  

NSW Health 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6a 

Fish Sampling Results – Development of a broader 
fisheries sampling plan 

Members noted preliminary sampling results for a number of 
species in Fullerton Cover and Tilligary Creek. 

Members noted there were some marked interspecies 
differences, and in the absence of a more complete data, it was 
recommended that the current precautionary closures remain in 
place. 

Members agreed that the fish data be written up into a format 
similar to Oysters, encompassing discussion on standard 
selection and future sampling strategy in adjacent and other 
areas of potential impact.  

The Panel discussed meeting with the fishery industry and get 
their input and answer questions.  

 

Hydrology Subcommittee to develop a paper regarding risk 
assessments for regional water authorities and a broader 
program for PFOS contamination. 

The Panel considered that other regional water authorities may 
consider conducting their own risk assessments regarding 
PFOS and PFOA in water.  

The Panel also recommended that a risk-based approach be 
considered in relation to expanding the focus to other potentially 
affected catchments. 

These items should be a consideration by the Hydrology 
subcommittee for advice to the panel 

NSW Food 
Authority, DPI 
Fisheries, 
NSW Health 

 

 

 

Hydrology 
Subcommittee 

 

 


