
Endorsed Minutes 29 October 
2015  
 

52 Martin Place, Sydney NSW 2000 | GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001 | T: 02 9228 5239 | F: 02 9228 3935 | 
dpc.nsw.gov.au 

Meeting: Williamtown Contamination 
Investigation Community 
Reference Group (CRG) 

Date: 29 October 2015 

Location: Newcastle Airport Board Room Time: 4:00 to 6:05 pm 

Number: 1505 

Chairperson: 
Secretariat: 

Bill Tatnell | Snr Regional Coordinator | Department of Premier & Cabinet (DPC) 
Jodie Calvert | Asst. Regional Coordinator | Department of Premier & Cabinet (DPC) 

Attendees: Scot MacDonald | Parliamentary Secretary for the Hunter 

 Cain Gorfine | President, Williamtown and Surrounds Residents Action Group 

 Lyndsay Clout | President, Fullerton Cove Action Group & Williamtown Salt Ash Flood Group 

 Justin Hamilton | Fullerton Cove Action Group & Williamtown Salt Ash Flood Group 

 Don Burgoyne | NSW Farmer’s Association | Community Member & Oyster Farmer 

 Mark Salm | NSW Farmer’s Association | Community Member & Oyster Farmer 

 Cornelius Disselkoen | Maria’s Vegetable Farm | Community Member 

 Wayne Wallis | General Manager | Port Stephens Council 

 Air Commodore Steve Roberton | Department of Defence 

 Stacey Hannon | Estate and Infrastructure Group | Department of Defence 

 James Mclachlan | Estate and Infrastructure Group | Department of Defence 

 Mark Donaghey | Environmental Investigation Team | Department of Defence 

 Jeremy Hillman | Senior Communications and Stakeholder Coordinator | EPA 

 Ian Lyall | Manager Aquaculture | Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries) 

 Prof David Durrheim | Director Health Protection | Hunter New England Local Health District 

Apologies Adam Gilligan | Manager Hunter Region | Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

 Rhianna Gorfine | Joint Spokesperson, Williamtown and Surrounds Residents Action Group 

 Andrew Smith | CEO Worimi Local Aboriginal Land Council | Community Member 

 Robert Gauta | Manager, Commercial Fisherman’s Coop 

 Alison Clifton | Estate and Infrastructure Group | Department of Defence 

 Aaron Spadaro | Regional Liaison Officer | DPC 
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Number Action Item  Responsible Due Date 

1502-3 
Update 

Advice on current on-base construction activities and their 
environmental management strategies to be distributed for 
community information and relevant websites. 

Defence 12 Nov 2015 

1505-1 Defence to develop a fact sheet of the Stage 2B 
environmental investigation that will be available to the 
Community once the program has been finalised. 

Defence End Nov 
2015 

1505-2 Defence to consider a way in which the CRG could receive 
deidentified data associated with results of sampling. 

Defence 12 Nov 2015 

1505-3 Written advice to be prepared for the CRG and wider 
community summarising Expert Panel advice on exposure 
pathways (Human Health Risk Assessment), with a view of 
receiving feedback from the broader community. 

EPA 05 Nov 2015 

1505-4 Surface water sampling to be considered as a matter of 
urgency due to the dry period setting in, making it difficult 
to undertake relevant sampling. 

Defence To be advised 

Meeting minutes 

Item / Issue Response Decision 

Endorsement of 
Minutes 

Endorsed subject to change regarding related to 
“unintended costs incurred” (as per D Burgoyne).  

Minutes to be updated accordingly. 

Noted 

Action List Action 1502-3:  Advice on current on-base construction 

activities and their environmental management strategies 
to be distributed for community information and 
distribution on community websites. 
 
Action 1504-3:  Community Drop-in Events:   

Due to the unavailability of the Williamtown Community 
Hall it was agreed to hold the first event at Fern Bay Hall 
between 3:30 and 6:00 pm on 5 November.  Event 2 
between 4:00 and 7:00 pm at Salt Ash Public School on 
19 November. 
 
The event is to be advertised through the Port Stephens 
Examiner and Newcastle Morning Herald.  Consideration 
to be given to providing the information to the ABC, 
2NUR, the Williamtown/Salt Ash Community Action 
Group Facebook page, RAAF magazine and Council. 
 
Attendees to include a clinical toxicologist on 19 
November and financial advisor for both events. 
 
Action 1504-5:  Support Skills sessions: 

The CRG was advised that the agency session was 

. 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

cancelled due to lack of response however, 10 people 
attended the community session. 
 

Environmental 
Protection 
Authority update 

Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) – this has been 
developed by the Expert Panel and is currently with 
Defence. 
Next steps:  A consideration document for the community 

outlining the expert advice around the pathways with the 
aim to circulate to the CRG, and making it available at 
the drop-in event as a way of receiving feedback from the 
broader community. 
 
DD advised that the final HHRA report has a focus on the 
cumulative effect of exposure pathways and that the 
Expert Panel will not provide piece-meal information.  
There may be a few exceptions, particularly around fish 
testing due to commercial concerns, and if a particular 
exposure poses no measured risk.   
 
More information provided in Health update. 
 

Noted 

Defence SH thanked the CRG community members for their 
assistance in distributing information on Defence’s behalf 
regarding ongoing monitoring. 
 
Defence’s priority is still to ensure safe drinking water is 
available to all residents – currently supplying 11 houses 
with safe drinking water and will continue to do so as 
long as required. 
 
74 private bores on 67 properties have been tested.  This 
is part of the proactive stage related to safe drinking 
water and separate to Stage 2B monitoring. 
 
To date 35 rain water tanks have also been tested.   
 
A concern was raised regarding threats being received 
by Defence samplers when undertaking their duties. 
 
17 results distributed so far with 2 positive detects.  EPA 
and Defence are working together on notification letter, 
ensuring EPA messaging is included in those letters. 
 
Community members involved in the CRG asked if 
Defence could consider a way in which the CRG could 
also receive this information in a deidentified way.  This 
request was taken on notice for the next meeting. 
 
 
 
Air Vice Marshall Greg Evans will now be leading the 
response on behalf of Defence. 
 
As part of Stage 2B – Defence will undertake over 900 

Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Defence to consider a 
way in which the CRG 
could receive 
deidentified data 
associated with results 
of sampling. 
 
Noted 
 
 
Defence to develop a 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

samples and is working with the Expert Panel and 
considering their advice on the Stage 2B sampling 
program. 
 
 
 
 
 
Defence continues to work with the Expert Panel 
guidance in determining their inclusions on the HHRA.  . 
 
It was noted that it is important for the community to 
understand the framework around the testing and exactly 
what is being tested. 
 

fact sheet of the Stage 
2B environmental 
investigation that will be 
available to the 
Community once the 
program has been 
finalised. 
 
 

Health A Guidance and Scope Human Health Risk Assessment 
(HHRA) – this has been developed by the Expert Panel 
and is currently with Defence. 
 
DD advised that the final HHRA report has a focus on the 
cumulative effect of exposure pathways and that the 
Expert Panel will not provide piece-meal information.  
There may be a few exceptions, particularly around fish 
testing due to commercial concerns, and if a particular 
exposure poses no measured risk.   
 
The listing of things to be tested is comprehensive 
however, the Expert Panel wants to ensure that no 
exposure pathways have been missed; hence a 
consideration document will be provided to the CRG and 
made available at the drop-in events asking for feedback. 
 
The HHRA will involve prioritisation with regard to 
collection of samples.  The HHRA will also consider the 
solid hydrological assessment. 
 
Next steps:  A consideration document for the community 

outlining the expert advice around the pathways with the 
aim to circulate to the CRG, and making it available at 
the drop-in event as a way of receiving feedback from the 
broader community. 
 
The issue of remediation and ongoing monitoring on the 
RAAF site was discussed. 
 
It was noted that this is a legacy contamination issue and 
that Defence is no longer utilising such chemicals and 
continuing to contribute to the issue.  Defence is 
investigating remediation actions for contaminated sites 
within the RAAF base which is involving investigating 
global best practise remediation programs for soil and 
sediment, in the first instance.  Advice on current on base 
construction activities and their environmental 
management strategies will be made available as soon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPC/EPA to discuss 
development of 
document for drop-in 
event. 
 
 
Advice on current on 
base construction 
activities and their 
environmental 
management strategies 
will be made available 
as soon as possible. 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

as possible – Relates to action item 1502-3 above. 
 
It was noted that the community should be advised that 
Defence is undertaking this work.   
 
It was noted that the surface water inundation period is 
nearly ended and that sampling will have to be done 
quickly before the dry sets in.  This should be considered 
a priority otherwise the sampling of surface water may be 
pointless.   

 
 
 
 
 
Surface water sampling 
to be considered as a 
matter of urgency within 
the program. 

DPI Fishing closure extended till 30 June 2016. 
 
Letter was sent to the Commercial Fishers today 
notifying of them of a fee waiver for next 8 months and 
calling for an EOI to the fishers to undertake the 
sampling on behalf of DPI. 
 
Organising new signage for Hunter River and Tilligerry 
regarding the closures. 
 
Sampling has commenced in 5 locations in each of the 
Hunter River and Port Stephens including retesting 
Fullerton Cove and Tilligerry Creek – 10 species of fish, 
prawns and crabs are being undertaken with  
2 control estuaries being included. 
 
Farmed oysters will also be monitored for another 6 
months. 
 
Concerns from fishers today – quality of prawns.  
Organising a statement for them that they are legally able 
to trawl in the area. 
 

Noted 

Community WW (PSC) advised that Council had met with the 
Minister for Water, Finance and Snr Advisor to the 
Premier.  Discussion with Minister for water on what can 
we do to get town water reticulation for the area. 
 
CG advised that Some Salt Ash residents have 
organised a meeting tonight at the Salt Ash Church Hall 
(7:00pm) and will be run under the guise of the 
Williamtown Salt Ash group.  It was expected that media 
outlets going to be there.  Politicians and Council were 
invited however, agencies were not invited. 
 
The CRG was also advised that the Williamtown 
Contamination issue was expected to be featured on the 
TV show “The Project” this evening 

Noted 
 

Meeting closed 6.05pm.  Next meeting 4:00 to 6:00 pm Thursday 12 November at Newcastle Airport 
Boardroom. 


