
Endorsed Minutes                     
17 March 2016  
 

52 Martin Place, Sydney NSW 2000 | GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001 | T: 02 9228 5239 | F: 02 9228 3935 | 
dpc.nsw.gov.au 

Meeting: Williamtown Contamination 
Investigation Community 
Reference Group (CRG) 

Date: 17 March 2016 

Location: Newcastle Airport Board Room Time: 4.00 to 6:30pm 

Number: 1605 

Chairperson: 

Secretariat: 

Jodie Calvert | Asst Regional Coordinator | Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) 

Cheryl Clarke | Regional Liaison Officer | DPC 

Attendees: Adam Gilligan | Manager Hunter Region | Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

 Jeremy Hillman I Senior Stakeholder & Communications Officer I EPA 

 Glenda Briggs I Regional Manager I Department of Primary Industries 

 Air Commodore Craig Heap | Department of Defence 

 James McLachlan | Department of Defence 

 Sarah Davis | Department of Defence 

 Wayne Wallis | General Manager | Port Stephens Council 

 John Maretich | Port Stephens Council 

 Robert Gauta | Manager, Commercial Fisherman’s Coop 

 Phil Blanch | Community Member and Fisher’s Representative 

 Cornelius Disselkoen | Maria’s Vegetable Farm | Community Member 

 Lyndsay Clout | President, Fullerton Cove Action Group & Williamtown Salt Ash Flood Group 

 Cain Gorfine | President, Williamtown and Surrounds Residents Action Group 

 Gavin Smith | President, Salt Ash Community First 

Apologies Air Vice Marshal Greg Evans | Department of Defence 

 Scot MacDonald I Parliamentary Secretary for Hunter & Central Coast 

 Prof David Durrheim | Director Health Protection | Hunter New England Local Health District 

 Don Burgoyne | NSW Farmer’s Association | Community Member & Oyster Farmer 
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 Justin Hamilton | Fullerton Cove Action Group & Williamtown Salt Ash Flood Group 

 Andrew Smith | CEO Worimi Local Aboriginal Land Council | Community Member 

 Mark Salm | NSW Farmer’s Association | Community Member & Oyster Farmer 

 

Number Action Item  Responsible Due Date 

1605-1 Circulate electronic copy of Defence FAQ on Drinking 
Water Quality on RAAF Base in January 2016 

DPC completed 

1605-2 Defence and DPC to discuss the plumbing 
requirements for Defence to establish their position on 
funding residents’ costs 

Defence/DPC 22.3.16 

Discussed 
and awaiting 
feedback 
from 

Defence. 

1605-4 DPI to clarify the arrangements for the Chief Scientist to 
advise on Hexham Bridge fishing 

DPI 29.3.16 

1605-5 DPI to circulate an agenda for the meeting on 31.3.16 
between Defence Legal and Fishers representatives 

DPI 23.3.16 

1605-6 CRG Community reps to email the Chair if interested in 
undertaking resilience training 

CRG community 31.3.16 

1605-7 Defence to: 

(i) Provide the community feedback to the 
Assistant Minister for Defence 

(ii) seek a formal response from the Assistant 
Minister for Defence to the CRG community 

Defence 7.4.16 

1605-8 Provide advice on  

(i) the application of the thermal absorption 
plate used at Point Cook on Williamtown  

(ii) what the technology can do for PFOS 

Defence 7.4.16 

1605-9 Discuss with the Parliamentary Secretary the possibility 
of a teleconference on bank finance issues 

DPC completed 

1605-10 Circulate hardcopy of boundary map to CRG  DPI 7.4.16 

1605-11 CRG community members to provide feedback on 
HHRA survey cover flyer to the Chair 

CRG community 21.3.16 
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Number Action Item  Responsible Due Date 

1605-12 DPI to discuss with the Expert Panel whether the 
targeted species in the survey should be amended. 

DPI 21.3.16 

1605-13 EPA to check whether the survey covers the household 
or individual 

EPA 18.3.16 

1605-14 Review survey engagement strategy to consider door-
knock option 

Defence 21.3.16 

completed 

Meeting minutes 

Item / Issue Response Decision 

2. Endorsement 
of Minutes 

Endorsed 

 

Minutes to be 
circulated 
 
 

3. Actions List 1604-5 HHRA Survey covering flyer - see agenda item 7 

1604-7 link to Defence Website has not been circulated as the Fact 
Sheets and other documentation has not yet been uploaded.   

1604-8 The Defence brochure on activities on the RAAF Base is 
expected to be circulated before 25.3.16 and will include details of 
technologies to be trialled at Williamtown. 

The Defence FAQ on Drinking Water Quality on RAAF Base in 
January 2016 has now been reviewed and finalised. 

 

 

 

 

1602 -6 – The Chair referred to the previous meeting at which 
Defence requested that NSW Government make a formal request 
for a contribution from the Commonwealth to fund residents’ 
plumbing costs. The Chair noted that this is not considered to be a 
NSW Government responsibility and the community had raised the 
request directly to Defence. The Water Reticulation program lays 
the piping beyond where Hunter Water would normally stop and the 
community has requested that Defence fund their remaining costs 
to be able to connect to the water network.  This includes the cost 
of a plumber to check connection and ensure current plumbing is 
suitable.  It is a matter for Defence to respond to the community on 
whether they are accepting the responsibility to fund these costs. 

 

1604-3 Doug Ferrell has raised the question around fishing under 
Hexham Bridge with the Chief Scientist.  DPI advised that the Chief 
Scientist has committed to providing advice within 2 weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPC to circulate 
electronic copy 
of FAQ on 
Drinking Water 
Quality on 
RAAF Base in 
January 2016. 
 
 
Defence and 
DPC to discuss 
the plumbing 
requirements for 
Defence to 
establish their 
position on 
funding 
residents’ costs  
 
 
 
 
 
DPI to clarify the 
arrangements 
for the Chief 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

 

 

 

1603-6 DPI advised that the meeting between the Fishers 
representatives and Defence Counsel will be held on 31.3.16. 
There was some confusion around the purpose and content of the 
meeting.  DPI clarified the purpose was for Defence Legal to 
provide information about the claims process and for Defence to 
better understand the major impacts from the fishing closures in 
terms of compensation needs.  Phil advised that some Fishers are 
undecided about whether to engage and whether there will be any 
value in meeting with Defence Legal.  Fishers believe Defence has 
not been concerned with their situation and are not listening.  
Robert advised that the Co-op and PFA will attend the meeting and 
will relay information to their membership. Phil noted that what is 
right for one fisher isn’t right for all. It is a complex individual 
process. 

Phil met with the Minister for Primary Industries on 14.3.16. 

 

Scientist to 
advise fishers 
on Hexham 
Bridge fishing. 
 
 
DPI to circulate 
an agenda for 
the meeting on 
31.3.16 between 
Defence Legal 
and Fishers 

4. Presentation Port Stephens Council – Ownership and Responsibilities for 
Drains in the Investigation Area 

John Maretich provided a presentation on ownership and 
responsibility for drains maintenance. Port Stephens Council noted 
that the drains in the investigation area are owned and managed by 
a number of stakeholders such as private properties, Office of 
Environment and Heritage, Port Stephens Council and National 
Parks. 

Port Stephens Council and Environment Protection Authority 
confirmed that there is no embargo on drains maintenance within 
the investigation area. PSC noted that other Government agencies 
that own and maintain drains such as Office of Environment and 
Heritage also do not have an embargo on drains maintenance 
within the investigation area.   

Other information noted included: 

- Drains are not designed to take away flood water quickly 
- Council has no power to access drains on private properties 

if the resident refuse to grant them access. 
- Commonwealth do not have to comply with council approval 

procedures, however, the RAAF Base has collaborated with 
Council on the major projects. 

- Defence’s major development was approved on the basis 
that there would be no additional run-off.  Defence advised 
that there are six separate containment areas on base 
which control run-off in rain events. 

- Residents filling in will alleviate their problem but create 
problems for adjoining properties.  Areas to be developed 
need impacts to be assessed and drains to be changed. 

A hardcopy map of drains in the area was circulated to CRG 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

members. 
 

5. Community 
feedback and 
issues (by 
exception) 

Community Feedback and Issues  

Community Resilience Training 

EPA advised that Sarah Green will conduct a mental health resilience 
training session for CRG representatives.  The training is designed for 
people working with distressed communities. 

 

Feedback on the AMINDEF visit 

CRG agreed that the community presentations were powerful, 
coherent and highlighted real issues and the impact on the local 
community. Community representatives were disappointed with the 
response from the Assistant Minister for Defence who provided no 
information or reassurance regarding actions.  This was in direct 
contrast to the NSW Premier. CRG community would like their 
feedback provided to the Assistant Minister and would like a formal 
response to their submissions.  

Response to Salt Ash Community First 

The Chair advised that DPC is collating a response to the 
communication received from Salt Ash Community First.  CRG 
noted that there were many statements rather than questions which 
makes it difficult to respond. Gavin requested a copy of the Salt 
Ash Community First correspondence be forwarded to him for 
review in the first instance. 

Late Notice to Fishers for a DPI meeting 

Phil advised that Doug Ferrell organised a meeting with Fishers, at 
very short notice, because he had a cancellation in his diary. 
Fishers considered the short notice to be inappropriate and had no 
regard to fishers’ personal commitments.  DPI advised that 
feedback has since been provided to Mr Ferrell around the fishers 
concerns and need for appropriate notice. 

Thermal Absorption Plate 

Lindsay noted that Chapter 5 of the Senate Inquiry records a 
thermal absorption plate being used at Point Cook where amounts 
of PFOS had been detected.  This statement appears to be in 
direct conflict with Defence advice that there are no known 
remediation options. Defence agreed that it has not provided 
insight into the options being considered and this will be addressed 
in a community brochure currently in development. The question 
remains why this has not been used at Williamtown.   

 

Rutherford Waste Facility 

EPA advised that there is no evidence to suggest that the RAAF 
Base at Williamtown is the source of the Rutherford contamination.  
EPA investigations are ongoing. 

 

 

 

CRG reps to 
email Jodie if 
interested in the 
resilience 
training 

 

Defence to 
provide CRG 
community 
feedback to 
AMINDEF and 
seek formal 
response to 
submissions 
from the 
AMINDEF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide advice 
on the 
application of 
the thermal 
absorption plate 
used at Point 
Cook on 
Williamtown and 
what the 
technology can 
do for PFOS 
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

Bank finance issues 

There was discussion about emerging cases of banks refusing to lend 
finance on the basis of the property being within the entire postcode 
2318 and regardless of whether the property is within the investigation 
area. The Parliamentary Secretary had indicated that he would discuss 
with the Premier’s Office regarding a way forward.  The community 
noted that the banking institutions appear to be waiting for direction. 

DPC to liaise 
with 
Parliamentary 
Secretary 
regarding a 
teleconference 
on bank finance 
issues 

6. CRG 
Roadmap 

DPC noted that the community had requested Defence to provide 
an overall project plan document which included activities and 
timelines.  In the absence of this document, DPC has prepared a 
whole of government roadmap document to incorporate activities 
from all CRG agencies, nominating agencies with ‘Lead’ 
responsibility, identifying forward timelines for activities and how 
the community will be informed and/or engaged at particular 
milestones. The roadmap document can also be used as an 
ongoing monitoring and reporting tool. A draft document of the 
proposed content was circulated for feedback.  The chair 
emphasised that agencies need to include target timeframes and 
specific community communication strategies.  The community 
members welcomed the roadmap document. 

 

7. HHRA Survey 
Covering 
Flyer 

DPC tabled a draft covering flyer developed, in conjunction with the 
CRG agencies and the Expert Panel, for the Defence HHRA 
Survey. Community members were invited to provide urgent 
feedback to enable early release of the survey documentation.    

The community raised the following concerns: 

- Stronger wording is needed on the importance of the survey 
- Remove references to Defence so that the community is not 

discouraged from completing the survey 
- Accuracy may be an issue if community is not assisted in 

completing the survey 
- Defence should be conducting a door-knock of the 

community to complete the survey rather than rely on the 
community coming to them.   

- There appears to be no defined target number for 
completed surveys. 

- The survey is inadequate as it does not include other types 
of fish eg jewfish which is available all year. 
 
 
 
 

 

- There is some confusion around whether the survey 
represents the whole household or individual. 

 

There was discussion around the need for a multi-pronged 
approach which should include a door-knocking crew as well as the 
community drop-in event. 

 

Community 
members to 
provide urgent 
feedback on the 
HHRA survey  
covering flyer to 
the Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPI to discuss 
with the Expert 
Panel whether 
the targeted 
species in the 
survey should 
be amended. 
EPA to check 
whether the 
survey covers 
the household 
or individual 
 
Review Survey 
engagement 
strategy to 
consider door-
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Item / Issue Response Decision 

knock option 

8. Agency 
Reports (by 
exception) 

Defence 

Nothing further to report. 

Environmental Protection Authority 

Jeremy presented at the CWA meeting and will shortly meet with 
Worimi members to ascertain information on land use. 

NSW Health 

The Chair noted that EnHealth has released the national guidelines 
for blood testing.  The TDI guidelines are not expected until the end 
April 2016. 

Department of Primary Industries 

DPI noted that a phone survey undertaken showed 12 referrals to 
rural financial counsellors and 3 not aware of the commonwealth 
financial assistance package at all. Information obtained during the 
survey will be beneficial to Defence. 

A summary of information will be posted to the Fishers.  DPI will 
obtained feedback on what has happened before we move forward. 

The meeting with Defence Legal on compensation process is 
scheduled 31.3.16 

DPI circulated a map of the investigation area which provided more 
detail than what can be viewed from the website. 

Filming has completed for the ‘Love Seafood. Love Port Stephens’ 
Campaign which has now moved to post-production stage.  A 
website is also in development to profile stories on each 
interviewee, recipes and seafood purchasing and dining options in 
Port Stephens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPI to distribute 
hardcopy A1 
size map to 
CRG community 
members. 

9. Other 
business 

Correspondence from Kate Hughes PHD 

The Chair noted that Kate Hughes is conducting a research project 
on risk communication. She is seeking to hold a focus group with 
community members currently affected by the groundwater 
contamination in the Williamtown area. She will seek participation 
directly with the community.  

 

10. Future 
meetings 

 
The CRG agreed to extend the period between meetings. 
The next meeting will be Thursday 7 April 2016, 4.00 – 6.00pm, 
Newcastle Airport Boardroom. 

 

Meeting closed 6.30pm 

Next meeting 4.00-6.00pmThursday 7 April at Newcastle Airport Boardroom. 


